'THE- 


MINIS TERS 


ENGLAND 


Which are called, the 


Miniſters of the Gol! "" 


V Veghedin the Ballance of Equity : 


By way of Coofderadlitd "Sheng it plainly ap- 


pears, whether they be the Miolth Fo ariftorof Antichriſt. 


And alſo, Whether to bear iT ſtimony againſt. a ſetled 
Maintenanee, either by Tyrhs otany other way which may be - 4 
invented to uphold that Miniſtry, bz any way 9 ao, 
to deſtroy the Goſpel of Chriſt ; Reſolve 


With a Serious Meditation upon the dealings of God with 
England ,. and the Statcthercof'in oeneral, 


Who # wiſe, and he ſhall underſtand theſe things ® prudent, and be 
ſhall know them : for the wayes of the Lord are right, andthe juſt 
| foall walkin them, but tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein, Rol.14.9. 


Publiſhed for the ſatisfa&iou of ſuch asdeſireto prove all things,and 
are willing to hold that faſt whichis BO ood ; Bya Friend unto the 
_ faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt, fohn Braithwait. 
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THE 


MINISTERS 
ENGLAND 


V Vhich are called CIdtmifters of the 
Goſpel, weighed in the ballance of Equity. 


Ts 
», Hen1 began'te:tonfider of theſe things, and 
FM weighed themiin the ballance of Equicy and 
Truth; my foul within me was troubled , 
to hear the cry amongſt the People concern- 
ing the 11»iſters,and the Geppel , ſome crying 
this 15 a 145»5ſter of the Goſpel, another that , 
and while] was meditating on-theſethings, the Lord God, that 
made Heaven and Earth, by hisSpirit ſaid unto me, Weighthem 
in my ballance of Equity, compare them with'my Servants and 
Miniſters in former ages, and ſee whether they be intleir Caf, 
Prattiſe, and Detrine, agreeable tomy Servants, whichifthey 
be not, let the People. underiiand and know thereof, that ſo ma- 
ny as deſires after rhe way of life, andalvation, may be deceived 
no longer; and the reſt may beleft without excuſe. 
Then I began to confider how the Miniſters and Servants of. 
the Lord , were ſent forth in former ages, whether they were 
ſent to the Schools to learn , that they mighr be firted rodathe. 


Lords work, or be his Miniſters ; and could nor findin allthe Amos 3.1, 


A2 Scriptures 


eons RS OE ot | RN 
| =o 65 ; 
Scriptares of Truth, that the Wl, of Chriſt were ſenttothe 
$:h171r of Lrarnive; with an intention thereby to bemade M;- 
Mr 1-16 ofers of the Goſpel., but they were called forth from their [a- 
' _ _ bpurgand imployments, and.wereendued wich power fromon 
mſgs ans to-performhe ſervice they went 2 
our. SN En gs 
But they who are commanly called the Miners of the Go/- 
pelin England, are ſent tothe Schools to learn the Tongues, and 
EdeneBeand that they ſay fitsthem to be Miniſters of Chriſt, 
Gen-12, 3, Fhich many Topgaes and Languages came in fincetranſprefſ}- 
8,9,  On,andthe juſtice of God was executed upon them, who thoughe 
to. make themſelvesa Name, and build a Tower whoſe top mighc 
reach unto heaven, and now thoſe men called Mi#:fters, gloty 
in their 7ongugs and Languages. Do they not glory when they 
ſay heis anable M:nifter,he hath the Tozgaes? here the Tongnes 
makes them able; (as they ſay )) here they take the glory from 
Ghrift,and #ſtribesirto the Tongues, which Tongues Chriſt re- 
deems our of ,' and-ſothey, glory inthat,which Chrift. redeems 
out of, which glory the Lord God of Heaven and Earth will 
tain, and ſhame and confuſion ſhall come uponthem. _ 
| ObjeR. Bt ſajes the People, they may be Miniſters of Chyiſt, 
though they.learwthe Tongues; was not'Paul a Miniſter of Chriſt, 
end was not he brought up at the feet of Gamaliel? and had wor 
the Apoſtles the gift of Tongues ? + 
-\ Anſw. Yea, Paul was a Miniſter of Chrift, but the bringing 
AZ 21.3,up-at the feet of Gamaliel\, did not make'him a Mizifter of 
tothe 22, Chriſt js apparent, for after that he perſecuted the Chxrch of 
God, until ſuch time as the Lord met wich him, and called him by 
his:grace,..to bea Minifter and a Wirneſs for. his Name. Then if 
it be the Lordgwork,/to call and make Minfers, then thoſe men 
who believe orthink, that Tongues or Langnages can make Mi- 
mftero of Chriſt; are in anerror, andare ignorant of the power 
of Goa, -andaſcribe that torhe Tongues and Languages ( which 
at the beſt are but a-gift) ' whichis only due to God; though we: 
do nor focbid-to ſpeak'with Tongues. - | 
© ObjeR. - But they they: ſay, you miſtake us, we do wot aſcribe 
the glory tothe T on guts Swe uſe them but «4 4 means. | 
1.7... AnfcBurif you uſe that as a means, after ſucha manner as God 
HS * i c. ACVYCT. 
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never ordained ( to wit ) by BY without it cin be made 71;- 
' #ifters of Chriſt, then you aſcribe that to the means which pro--» 
perly belongs.to God ; and ſo worvid limit the holy one of 77a- ©” © © 
el to your means, and helps, your tongues and languages, thit yy, 
ſo note might be called 115»ifcrs of Chrift,but ſichas you ap-rongues 

-prove of, who at the leaſt will give ſome honour to yourrangues the Bealt 

and languages, which makes the people idolize you, and won- 1d her 

iderafter you, but now you are weighed & found too liphr, yolr ;30 01 0” 
glory will the Lord Godof Heaven and Earth lay inthe duſt, 

"ard hewill call forth Servants and Miniſters by his Spirit, as 
io formerages, whom he will e: due with his powerfrom on 
*bigh, thar will glorifie him for ever. 

'  Butfurther,when | beganto conſider the life and praftife of. .. . 
thoſe men;whether it might not be agreeable to thelife and pra- 
Rice of the Xiniſtersof Chriſt, and when I had conſidered the 
life of the Prophers of the Lord, and Miniſters of Chriſt, they 
were holy men, and mech men, juſt and ſober, and were not toTir.i.78, 
be called of men Aafter,nor have the chiefeſt place ih the Aſſews Mar.or 
blies, nor ftand praying in the Synagogues , for the Scribes and AUNT. XD 
Phariſees did ſo, which was againſt Chrift, which Chriſt cry> 
ed woe againſt, and when I had diligently conſidered this mat- 
ter, I found them ( to wit )thoſe pretended Miniſters of the 
'Geſpel, in the ſteps and practiſe of the fal/e Prophets, prez $45] 
for hire, and divining for money, and more unjuſt chan ty 5 


Ll 
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to priſon, and ſpoiling their goods,and inthe ſteps of the Scrrbes 
and Phariſces which.is afore mentioned; and when I ſaw them __. . 
ſo clean coatrary in their'ca/, life,and pra#i/e,to.the holy men © 
of God, my' heart began'to pitty the people, whereupon it 
came preſently into my mind. But nevertheleſs though'ir be 
thus with them in /ife and _prads/e, for all this may,not their 


and compare ſome few of them with the Do#-ine of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ,, Chriſt faid, . be ye perfett as your Father which ts 
in, Heaven s perfett., and the Apoſilefaid, we preach wiſdeme Rum'8.2. 
among them that are perfet , mark that, ( are perfe&) was not 
that inthislife? but do notcheſe learned men fay that none cari 
be perfect in thislife?the Apoſi le faid,che Law of the Spirit of life 
*n Chriſt Foſs, hath made me fret fromthe lawof ſit and death: 


Coy. 2,6. 


read rhat the fal/e-Prophets were in former ages, in hailing men. 3-Its- 7 


DoErine be good ?. and then I began to conſider their DotFrineaue 5; 48% 3 
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©; " Hath made me free,mark that, was not that inthislife, or whije 
i : .. the Apoſtlewas in the body Fbut do. nor they ſay, none'can he 
A hy 12 made free from fin in this life ? John faid," that was the true 
F.” ' light that lighteth every man that cometh into the World, was © 
'_notChriſt that true light? who aid, [am come 4119 ht into the 
World, that whoſoever followeth me ſhould net abide in darkneſs, 
but ſhould have the light of life ; but do not they ſay that every 
...... Manis not lighted, exceptit be with a zatwral & a created light, 
Titan Apoſtle faid,the grace. of God that brings ſalvation hath ap- 
| peared taallmen , butis not their Doctrine, that it hath appear. * 
ed but to ſome men? | | 

And whenT began to weigh theſe Dorines of theirs, in the 

; equal ballance,. I.found them very unſound and contrary to the 
* - Mat7IG: $,y;prures, and then came into my mind that ſaying of Chrif, 
By their fruits ye ſhall know them, or, every tree is known by its 

fraits , men do not gather grapes of thornes,nor figgs of thiſtles . 

and when I had thus conſidered the ſtate of the tolerated Mini- 

fters,or pretended Miniſters of the Goſpel in England and found 

chem clear contrary to Chriſt & bis Apoſtles,in theſe and many 
morechings which I might mention, then I ſawit was the Lords 
righteous judgments upon them to ſtrip them naked and bare, 

and ſtaintheirglory , for as much as they have ſought honour 
rothemſelyes, and have diſhonoured the Lord God of Heaven 

and Barth, who is now riſen in his power, which they have de- 

nyed, andin effe&they have ſaid, hisarme is ſhorcned that ic 

cannet ſave ( as in former ages ) and revelations is ceaſed}, and 

is to beexpeted no more, and ſo the day hath been dark over 

Prov: 29: them, and thero hath been no viſion, «nd where there is no vi- 
18; - ſfien the people periſh and for this cauſe will the Lord God let 
them know therevelation of his righteous judgments, which 
ſhall ſhortly come upon them, though they would pur it far a- 
way, and though they cry peace,peace, yet ſhall ſudden detralti- 

02 come,both upon them, & all thac willingly doe uphold them. 
And then I began to conſider upon the ſe/ed or rather forced 
maintenance, Which as it appears doth uphoid them, whether 

. © to bear ateſtimony againſtit, be any way dangerous to deſtroy 
the Goſpel of Chriſt yea or nay? and whenT had conſidered well 
upon this matter, I could not ſee nor find, that Chriſt had {aid 

a ſettled, or forced maintenance for the foundation of the Goſpel, 
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but did ſerd forth his A7in: yy freely, Freely they had recerved, 
freely they were to give; and he that preacbeth the Goſpel may 
livs of the Goſpel, here the Goſpel was to maintain them, and 
not a forced maintainanceto mainiainit,; fortheGoſpel xs the x Cor.g, | 
power of God to Salvation , ſaith the Apoſtle, whoſe care was 34: 28. 
not to make the Gs/pel chargeable, but as it doth appearthoſe 
men whichare called ſini/ters of the Goſpel now in England, 
arive to makethat which they call Goſpe/ chargeable, and that 
not only tothem, who receive their docrine, butalſotothem 
who deny it; which isa moſt unrighteous thing , Phat ca be 
more unrighteous than that one Comgregatios, or Aſſembly of 
. people, ſhould be forced by 'a law to maintain the Minſter 
and meeting placeof another Church, or Aſſembly, which are 

| | clean contrary the oxe to the other in their Zudgement, in things 
To appertaining to the worſhip of God? andifit maybe unrighte-_ 
| ouſneſs in the oxe, is it not ſo in the other ? Seeing they beth be- 
leive, or at leaſt they ſay, the way which they walkin, is the 
way of God, | | 
. ObjeR. But if it conld be certainly judged which of then is 
in the right way, might not they that are inthe right WAY ,com- * 
pel and force them that are not, to maintain them? | 

Anſw. Nay, he that isin the righr way,muſt do as he wonld 
be doneunto,and that 1s jſt and rightand that is the rojablaw, 1m. "* 
the Law of Chriſt, now if thou wouldeſt not willingly'main- Juha 
tain the Miniſter of an aſſembly that differeth from theein judg- 
ment, then _ _ not deſi, —_ leſsforce a mantenance : 
from them , but if thou keep a flock, eatthamilk of the floc if Goſs: F 
rhou plant a Vinyard, eat the frat thereaf, er jt of 
plants a vinyard, may eat of the fruit thereof, he dothnot ſay, 
thou may eat of that thou haſt net planted, for how could that. 
convince men, or convert them unto Ged, . To eat them and” * 
to devour them , would rather ſet mens heartsagainſt thee, 
and that way which thou doſt profeſle: andthereforeas in this 
reſpe& to bear a Teſtimony againſt Tythes, or any other forced: 
maintenance, to maintain Miniſters, isno way dangerous to- '* 
deft roy the Goſpel of Chriſt. - | | 

Object. But if there be'not. a law to'compel: men topayto the = 
Miniſters, People are ſo hard hearted and Coverows, t ex will » 
not pay towardtheir mgintenance',. and: then-greaching will go, Fl 
down, and people will brcome heathens.. nn 7." 
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| batthey have 
SFeater.coverojſn ef nifters, to deſire 


ro have amaintenance From thoſe" people, - that have vor pron 
" fited by #hew', than it is for the other #0 detain it, And as for 
Preaching: going down, andpeople becoming Heathens ; this 
I fay.,. that: Preaching which is grounded 'upon covetouſneſs, 
tet it go down, let their Preaching go down: , for theyrather 
keep people in beatheniſme, then 'bring anytothe true knows 
ledge of God, who themſelves dare not truſt. God for thejr 
maintenance ; after which rhings the Gentiles ſeek. \\ 
Obje&:. But though thoſe learned men: have been Coveroys 
and proud , and made an evil. uſe of their a y | 

nevertheleſs 15 it not convenient , that the lamremain which | 
compelleth men to pay to the Miniſters, for peradventare God 
m41r4i[e better men in their places,as gifted men,and ſuch like. |. 
Anſw.. LeitheLaw of Chrift remain, let himthat preacherh | 

the Goſpel liveof it, butlet notanyfaw-remain which compel, 

Was not teth men, contrary to their freedome, tO maintaina Minifiry 
rhefirlt fag. while. any ſuch Law,doth remain, it drawerh coverous 
Law fo* an tobe Mzniſters,is not the hope of a good maintenance,as it 
Cn oh is called-3 001,ar 200/; Per annum, that moveth the Farherto 
Chrit ſet: bis Sor to theg/yiver/ity ro bemade a Minifter ? cannot 
cameis./ may i1n-. Englandgighbis by experience; and is not this Co- 
the Act wetuwfeſs, the rot of allevil ? andis not this maintenance that 
madeln _1:-h.caufeth the Jeſuits, and Papsſts, deſire.to be1n this land 
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"can again 2/ hoping that the aw; which their Father the Popermade 

Tmiocent Vinthonadut4in them, which lawifut were ance made null ;& void, # 
the 3d, theid hopes would be-fruſtrated;; for1fthe people be oncecclear- #5. 
$nihe Year 14; greed from that yoake ofbondgge , abey would nor eaſily be F® 


_—_ 5: 2" ronght under: it agant and ws for theſe gifted men ( ſo cated) 
that in the hathi#;potbeens ſnare yoio'theri,and.che love:to.theworry;on 
 timeof jurenance , bath inticed them to receive ({ orders) thePopes 
of Ap oxders.3-and haye nob many of them/became as Crve/"in pro- 
by 2000S ſecuting the Popes law; fora forced maintenance,as the learned; 
— andisno; Wellehis iImuſtfay fromehe Lord G04, -unto-you who ſay you 
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are gifted wen, and have thus berrayed your Teſtimony "PPV" +. 
Gods handis ſtretched out againſt you above all other men , for foundatl. +» 
as much ar you have profeſſedto have the gift of his Spirit, augonfor '] 
that freely , and now go to ſell it, and compel people to buy it, the Migl= ; 
O wicked abomination | Was not the time once that you cryedgupelee* W 
againſt oppreſſion, and are you become oppreſſors ? are you ſoſtandu 
quickly gone tx the way of Balaam for gifrs, andrewards, theandan un- 
wages of nnrighteouſneſs, and would have this burthen alwaiespP forts 
to remaine upon the people, O greivourwickedneſs ! the Lords << <oomagy 
anger # kindled againſt you and it will be more tollerable in the for them 
day of juagement,for the Pope and hu company (1 mean the vni-to live on ? 
verſity men ) than for you, becauſe the Lord hath ſhewed 
more of his loving kindneſs unto you, than he hath done unto 
them , andyet you have not prized ir. 
And when I had dilligently confidered upon theſe things, I 
ſaw it no way dangerous to deſtroy the Goſpel of Chriſt, To bear 
a Teftim:ny againſt Tythes , or to bear a Teſtimony againſt any 
other maintenance, which may be ſet/ed upon Miniſters by a 
Law, which compels men to maintaina Miniſter, which they 
beleive is not a Minifter of Chriſt , Butrather to bear ſuch a 
Teſtimony, and to take away the Law, that campels menco 
maintain thoſe men, which they do not beleive are the Ai-Donorthey © 
niſters of Chriſt,is dangerous to deſtroy the miniſtry of _Anti- make aſer= 
chriſt, if the matter be conſidered well, tor haverthey not from no Mt :4 
"F"Y . , ethe 
one” age tO another, from rime, to time, throughourthe derkfgunyuh | 
night of Apoſtacy,made this( to wit ) a ſerled maintenance, the on of their © 
foundation of their Miniſtry? and where there was no ſet/ed Miniſtry 
Maintenance, nuo Miniſter, no Preaching : may not mags a J 
experience this?But the Minyfers of Chriſt,that are ſo iz deed = : pa, 3 
truth, will be contented with what Chriſt hath aloted to them: ig qriving | 
for a neceſſity is 1aid upon them, and they muſt preach the Goſpel, by them _ 
or elſe woe nrito them : and he that preaches theGoſpel, let him abour the * 
live of it; and letevery Church( fo called') maintain, their Fenn. , F 
own Minifter, or Miniſters, ſo long as they think or beleive 11 
bim, or themto be Miniſters of Chriſt , butifany manin the oft 
ſaid Chxrch, or Aſſembly, benot willing, let him not be com preaching 
pelled any otherwiſe than by /ove; Let people do 4s they mould hg here 
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| done anto,, and ſhew themſelves to be Chriſtians inaced thegroaen 
throughout all Chrijtendome, Let their be no compei/sng of mengites? . 
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Faith 1 the gift of God, and let every mas . 
be fully perſwaard in hu own mind , for whatſoever us not of 
Faith is Sin, and let there be good Laws to puniſh Wickeaneſs, 
as murder, ftealling, whoredome, drunkenneſs,cozening, falſe 
witneſs, or any other thing which deſerverh puni/5ment by the 
Law of God , and let it be done without partiallity or reſpect 
of perſons, or of the Religion they profeſſe, and let not Gods 
Spirit be ſtoped by a Ea x, in neither male,nor female, but let 
that have freedomein all, for Gods righteous fudgments will fall 
upon them, that ſeek to hinder or ſtop that, and therefore ler 
there be liberry for one Society of people to diſpute or diſcourſe 
with another(though 4drferent in their judgments, )concernins 
the things of God, provided,there be no vislenceuſed by one par- 
ty to another, with their hazds, or wich weapons, Orwithany 

other thing, that may \do hurt co the body, or/ife of zan or 
woman, old or young, and let there bemoderation, and if 
any pretend to be led by the Spirir of God, and yet do wick- 
edly, let chem bepaniſbed, as their tranſgeſſion doth deſerve. 

but let not that be called wickedneſs, which is not ſo indeed, but 
letevery thing be weighed in the Balance of Equity, that judg- 
ment and 7aſtice may be ſet up, and righteouſneſs, and peace 

may run downgthat violencebe no more heardin the Land. 

For the day of Gods everlaſting -love is come, andheis viſi- 
ting the people in his tender mercy, i» cauſing his light to 
ſpring from on high, and hu day to dawn, and he is d5/cover- 
ing the skirts of the Whore, and the hour of her judgment is 
came; andallthat do, or ſeek to uphold her, a day of wo, and 
deſolation is coming upon them, 4 day of Sorrow and miſery 
and therefore all people be adviſed, to prize theloving kindneſs 
of the Lord, who by his 1;ght doth, and willlet you ſee your 

fates and conditons, andrhe 3xtexts of your heartsare known 
to the Zord, Is it not he that ſearcheth the heart , and tryeth 
the reines, and declareth unto man what is his thoughes ? 7s 
not this Teftimoony true, that Lightys come unto you? and ifit 
become to you, why will ye not walk init? what can you ex- 
pe&tif you prize not this loving kindneſs of God in Chriſt ? who 
8omes 4 light awnto you, andletteth you ſee how-it ſtandeth be- 
tween God, and your own ſouls, OE TP STONY 
And therefore-all. people coffder of your wayes and your der 
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ings, and-while you have a time anda day of vifitationfrom the 
Lord, prize it, and weigh things in the Balance of equity, and 
ſee- whether theſe things be not ſo: conſider, if the pretended 
Mz»iſters of the Goſpel in England have not been Antichriſti- 
an ? what was the Biſbops who received their Ordination from 
the Pope, or at the leaſt did derive their ſucceſſion from him ? 1f 
the root be unholy,what can the branches be ? If the Pope be An- 
tichriſtian ,, what were the Biſhops? And if the Biſhops were 
Antichriſtian, what can the pretended Presbytery be ? doſnot 
they derive their /#cceſſton from the Brſhops ? would not they be 
heirs of their Inheritance? would not they rule over the Cor- 
ſcience?. whatisthe meaning'of all this covetouſneſs and pride 
amongſt them ? wharsthe meaning of this' exvy and ſtirring up 
| the Magiſtratesto caſt meninto priſon, and ſpoiletheir goods ? 
| what do they think this is the way to convert people unto God ? 
| or coxvince people that they are Meniſters of Chriſt ? ſurely 
nay, ' people may rather by all cheſe things, judge that they are 
Antichriſitan Miniſters, and fo this doth butdiſcover their fel- 
ly and madreſs unto all men, who have-underſtanding, But 
v hat is the matter 7bey ery aprhe Geſpel ſo much? do they that 
ont of the integrity of their hearts? or isit not rather ont of the 
deceit of their hearts ? 1s it notbecauſe of theif hire ? would not 
thoſe which are called [ndependants turntorbe name of Presby- 
| ters, rather than deny their wages? and the Presbyrers turn to 
E piſcopacy, rather than deny theirs ? nay, would not the grea- 
teſt part ofall thoſe men, it the Magiſtrate fo commanaded,and 
they have that liberty granted thera, rar, to ſay, or ſing maſs , 
and callthat Geſpel, and cry it up too, rather than deny their 
hire, the Popes wages? ſothat of all that may be ſaid, or ſeen 
concerning them ; the love of money ( which ts the root of all e-'1 Tim 6. 
vil )'is the foundation upon which they ſtand, andrthat isthe 
main thing they cry upin effe , for ſay they, take away the 
maintenance,and the Goſprl will down , and as one of them ſaid, 
(being asked if he preached for hire) T hz z the great quarrel of 
all, they have againſt m,-to pull down the M:niſtry of the' Word. 
W hatis this but to. make it the Foynadation ? yea,” and thechief 
'E: rhing that doth uphold chem : But the Zord God of Heaven and 
"YE: Firthis riſen, who will not only di/cover, 'bur alſo fake their 
Foundation, and dread andierrour, and amazement ſhall-come —"Y 
|  B2_- .<  wnpes, 08 
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* Oh what a ſnare hath this Setled or rather-;forced Aaime: - 
nance been! ithath not only #=ticed the Independants and Preſ- - 


byterians, but the Baptiſts alſo have been partakers thereof, it 
is even, but a remnant that have eſcaped drinking of this Cap of 


Abomination , and theſe few are ſet eyen as a mark: for all the - 


refs to ſhoot their arrows of envy and malice againſt: And when 
I conſidered, whether the People-were clear and innocent as tou- 


- Ching this matter; Alas nay, the People love to have it ſo, and 


therefore they cry for Laws to compel ( themſelves) to pay to 
their Ainifters, and my heart pirtied them that they ſhould be 
ſo blindand ignorant , and [ ſaid, were it not better for them if 


they havea mind to maintais their own Minifters, that they - 


didit freely, and of their own accord ? Alas, what fooliſh people 


bs thoſe, who call for a Chainro be bound in, anda Redto whip + 


themſelves, that ſo him whom they call their Afinifter may 
bindthem, ard whip them, and hail them to Courts and to Pri- 


ſon, and ſpoil their Goods when he pleaſeth, Butalas theground 


3 Gor. 4. 6, 9f all this is [gnoraxce, for the People have been kept from the 


light, which ſh14ld give unto thems the knowledge of the glory of 


| God, and who hath kept them from it but theſe Merchants of 


Babylon ? have not they calledit natural ? have not they ſaid, 
that that which reprovethfor-inis a natural Conuſcienctzand the 
Scripturesdoth ſay , 5t « the Spirit of truth, and ſo the People 
have been ſs fooliſh to give their wozey to be made blind, and 


to beled into the ditch , and ſo periſh; But when [conſidered , . 


that thoſe Pri:fts were in a great mealurethecauſe of all theſe 
Abominations, and Wickedneſs ( T mean thoſe that goin Bala» 
ams way.) Then I began to admirethe long-ſuffering and for- 
bearance of God, who hath ſpared them thus long , and given 


them ſo many warnings and v3 its by his Servants, that ſo they + 


might return from their wickeaneſs, and vhs evil of their doings, 
that he might have mercy upon them, aud do them good, (but yet 
for allthis,they will not return, but will do defpireunto the Spi- 
rit of grace, and will cleave unto their /dv/s, it is not longere 


the-Zord will ſay, ( as he once ſaid concerning a People).My Spi- 


rit ſhall not alwayes ſtrive with man , andthen YVoand deſela- - 


1401 ſhall come upon them,S allthat partake with them ; Where- 
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fore you Ralers, and all People ,» rake heedthatye: do not* up» © 
hold them,after you ſee this their abomination, If you do ye ſhall 
not proſper, nor eſcape the j#dgments.of Gid; andalſotakeheed 
that you do not op your ears againſt that which would let you 
underſtand ant ſeetheir wickedneſs, for if yaurdo ſtop your | 
| ears, ignorance ſhall not excuſe you in.the day of the LordGod. 
ObjeR; But ſaith the Prople, our Miniſters they, Chriſten 
Wy our Children, and doth not that make them Chriſtians? andit is 
poſſible if we do not hire them, they willnot Crifpen our Chilaren; 
and will they not then be Hrathens ? 
eAnſw Thenit ſeems your Msn5fters' dothat which the Mr- 
niſfters of Feſus Chriſt did not do ( to wit ) Sprinkle [nfants,and 
call it Crifening or Baptiſme, an Orainance of the Popes ma- 
king, and for whichalbthe great ſumsof -Money is\given to the 
Pope and hisM5»iſters, that you may have the name of Chr:ſti- 
ans, which ame as it appears to me, is derived from Sprink/ing 
with Water, which ſome People call Crsfening, andindeed ir 
1s poſlible if the Popes Wages be taken away,thenthey will ceaſe 
to Sprivklethe Children, but however thisis my Teftimony,, 
that they have no right in equity and-conſcience:to; demand, 
(mach leſs to force) a maintenance from thoſethat do not hire 
them, nor approve of their DeArize, as their Criftening, and ſuch 
like things, which is not at all neceſſaryto Salvation, but this 
is the thing that is neceſſary to Salvation, thatChildren bein. 
formed to the Light, Gods Covenant, which « given for Salya-. 
tion to theends of the earth, which if they walkin it ; they will x a 
come to know God, and Feſms Chriſt, which us life eternal,(chough - ages 
they never be Criftened) and if they be Criſtened and know not ade 
him, they are in the Rate of Heathens, forthe Heathen know not 
God. 
ObjeR. Brit 5f every man may do as he will in thoſe things , 
will nor this bring all into confuſion ? do not we ſee that the grant- 


ing the liberty of far » hath brought much diſtrattion in 


73% 
i 
” 
= 


this Nation of Englafid ? avdtherefore we judge it beſt that all 
People be brought infos a Conformity again , at the leaſt let there 
q be limits , and Lawry, that no man may queſtion our Miniſters, E; 

FE Anſw. Let every man be fully perſwaded in his own mind, for Read-Rom * | 
| whatſoever is not of falth it fin ;; and the- unity t6in the faith 14. 3 


and whatſvereris out of ilie-f5rb, is inthe Confuſian) and ig joFtheſ4+ 3 
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| whoſeurm and powers ftugtchetd over 
this Nation, :chroughwhoſe: love,) Liberty: of, Conſoience: bach 
been' proclaimed, which was long waited for; and this hath Jone 
no hurt to any+but the Whore, and the Merchants of Babyloy, 


God, for ſtrong1s he that judgeth her. And ſo youthat, would 
have Peoplebroughtinto.a Conformity again ,. and have\ Laws 
to /imit the holy ape again ; this Hay, you are ſuchas have drgy- 
ken of the Whores Cup of abomination, and muſt drink of the Cup 
of the indignation of God, poured out Without mixture : What 
have you forgotten fince you your ſelves defired Freedome, you 
that arecalled Preſ6yters ? would you not have been from under 
the yoak of Epiſcopacy ? and would you deſire that your ſelves, 
which you are not willing to grant to'others? O ye hypocrites! 
Rom 2.31, how can you judge and fpeak againſt the Whore of Rome , and 
22, you your ſelves guilty of the ſame thing, who would rule over 
P/al 78. the Conſciences, and conform Feople-to your faith, limic the 
I 41,42. holy one, thatnone may ſpeak or queſtion your Miniſters, what 
Ay doth the-Whore of Rome more ?. ſhe may laugh to ſee your folly 
and madneſs; whatare you and your Miniſters afraid of? that 
they may not be queFtioned : what have they done, that they ares 
aſhamed of ? if they have doneevil, # :t not juSt that they ſhould 
be confounded ? and if they have done well, they need not be as 
Tſa.33-14-fraid, but fear ſurpriſeth the hypocrites; and the ſinners in Z j- 
on are afraid, for the anger of the Lord is kindled, and hts jea- 
lonfre burns like fire, and the torment of the Whore z5 begun, and 
| her Merchants have cryed, Alas, that. great City, &c. and both 
T/a. 31. 3.they that help, and they that are holpen, ſhall fall cogerher, for 
the Lords Decree is ſealed againſt Babylon and her Merchants, 
and'his purpoſe-is to exalt his own Name in riphreonſneſs ; and 

break the peace of the wicked. 


land, (1 mean the Pariſh Teachers ) with the true Miniſters of 

Chriſt, in their Call, Prabiſe, Deftrine, and Maintenance, 
and finding them clean\contrary in all thoſethings?o the holy 

k mer of God:;, Therefore in the fear and dread, and preſence of 
* the Zord God of Heaven and Earth, ] hear my Teftimony, they 

. be Autichriſtian Minifters, & their forced Maintenance is An- 
_ "PR | tichriſtian, 
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Rand Rev. and diſftraftion and deſolation iscoming upon her fromthe Loyd ' 


Reſol. Andhaving thus viewed and compared the Miniſters of Eng- 
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tichriſtian, for ifit was ſuch a great fin, inthe Sor of Z/iin 
; | the time of the Law, to force Jſaintenance, much more xawin 
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the time of the Goſpel, And it isſaid concerningthem, becauſe of , gy. * 
thisthing, (ro wit ) becauſethey ſaid nay, 4x2 thou ſhalt give 16,7, 65 
it me now, and if not 1 will take it by force. : wherefore the $4; f "al 
the young men was very great before the Lord,for men abborred 
the offering ef the Lord, and befides Chriſt js come, who is the , 
end of that Prieſ-hood,, who hada C ommandenggnt tO receive 2 
Tythes, andthe Prieſt-hoodbeing changed, there is mada of ne- -4Y 
ceſſity alſo a change of the Law ,and thereforethis forced 1: a ee % CY 
renance by T jthes is not tobe apheld, but teſtified againſt.by the : 2 
| true Chriſtians who worſhip God in the Spirit andintrath , And '\ + © 
to take away this forced Maintenance, is no WAY day ero5.00 vo 
deſtroy the Preaching of the Goſpel of Chriſt, Ma, WW 
whom the Goſpel of God 18commitrted to Preach,muſt Preach it, 2 
or elſe woe unto him, { it is not then; I will Preach unto you,if ©7916; : ks 
you will giveme ſucha price by the Tear ) fora neceſſity is laid 
upon him;and he muſt Preach, or givein his Teſtimony, whether 
. People will hear or forbear,he muſt notthen confer with fleband; *.>:--\ 
blood, but; as Paul ſaid, ( fo the Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould <-- 
| do )n hen it pleaſed God who ſeperated me from niy mathers womb, 1 | 
- andcalled me by his grace to reveale his Son in me, that Tmight 16, 
| © Preach him among theheathtn; immedi ately T conferred not with 
| - fief and blood. ' Aa Ty 6 : 
And therefore all People upon the Earth, who underſtand - 
and knowsthoſe Pariſh Teachers in England, are Antichriſti> 
an Miniſters, andtheir Criſtening, and many ſuch like things 
areof no neceſſity as tothe Salvation of the Soxl,but are inven- 
tions-and inſtitutions of the Pope in the dark night of Apoſtacy:.., .. 4. 
| Come o#t-from amongſt them, pa be you Fa ig 1. Es 
A} you fpend your money for that which 1s not bread, and your labour ſa; 5,1, - 
4 forthat which doth not ſatufie ? Come buy wine and milk withont 2,3. 
FÞ money,and without price, hearken diligently that your Souls may 
live, eat that which i good, and let your Souls delight in fat- 
neſs , mind the Teſtimony of Gods Spirit, whether that be $r | 
| you or againſt you, and weigh all things inthe juſt Ballarce | \ 4 
wich God loveth, and flight not the day, of your viſitation, pygy.yr.;..: * 
wherein God proffereth his love unto you, to draw you untogg. 16,11... 
himſelf wich bis loving kindneſs, who is come to gather his Geep | 
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Exel" 36-together ith bis ever{aſting” Arwe,and ts fretch out his hand 

* 4 butch thoſe Shepheards ap Web fed themſelves and wot the 
Sheep , his Indignation is kintHed againft'them, becauſe they 
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Sy 2% , 
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therefore will be deliver his flock ont of their hands, and they ſhall 
"=> be a prey to them no longer, he himſelf will gather them together 

J $30 as a Shepheard goth his Sheep, and lead them into yood Paſtares, 
? and fee then Tipon the Mountains of Iſrael by the rivers , and 

\ HT all the places round about them a bleſſing, and they 

Rr all rejoyce'in his goodneſs for evermore: Many ſhall run too and 
Barnet Dat.4+ '? fro,and knowledge ſhall be encreaſed, and it ſhall even be fulfilled 


© 
: 
: 


Ls 
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8H the waters cover the Sea, 4nd Iſrael ball be ſaved in the Lord 
OF with an everlaſting Salvation : and then ſhall people ſay, $al- 
vation 15 not in the Hills or Meantains, but Salvation cometh 
from the Lord,and upon him will we wait,& then ſhall righteouſ- 
Bl Ter.a9-s eſs run down like a mighty ſtream, and judgment andjuſftice be 
 1.* 2? eſtabliſhed in the Earth, and Chriſt ſhall raign as King, and in 
4 Es | Tſe:25:8,9 pz; dayes forall Jadah be ſaved, and Iſrael ral! dwell ſafely: and 
8 the name whereby he ſhall be called, i the Lord our righteouſneſs, 
| and he will deftroy death for ever ;, and the Lord God will wipe a- 
way tears from all faces, and the rebuke of hu people will he take 
away out of allthe earth; and in that day ſnall men ſay, loe 
Tſa:35:72 this i5,0ur God, we have waited for him, wewill be glad and re- 
8$,9,10. jojce in his Sulvation for evermore : and then the dry ground 
fhall be as a pooll, and the thirſty as ſprings of water ;, un the ha- 
bitations of Dragons where each lay, foall be a place for reeds and 
ruſpes.,and the redeemed of the:'Loyd ſhall come to Zion with ſongs 
and everlaſting joy upon their heads, and they ſhall obtain joy and 
gladneſs, and ſorrow and fighing foall flie away ; and then ſhall 
| ſalvation, honour ,aud wiſdome be aſcribed, and given to the Lord 
o#r God, and tothe Lamb who alone is worthy, both now and for 

ever, Amen. | 
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' have rited over th —_ of his Paſture with force and cruelty . . 


3b ru that is writen,the knowledge of the Lord ſhall cover the Earth, as 
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roy eſs, doſtthou thinkthat tbatwill turn che jadgments of God from * 


OO — 


| ceeding large, and his dealings with'thee exceeding wonderful, 


| and hath*choſen thine own wayes, and followed thy own connſel, and - 
| hatdnedthy heart, and Qiffned thy neck; even likea rebelt5oms peo- 
T | ple; that would none of the Law of the-Lord, and therefore thou 


| thee 2-but'ifcbou wilt not receive inſtruRion, by all his gentle deals 


| but the indignation of the Zord tofdll upon thee? 'whardoſt thou 
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A Serious Meditation upon the dealings of God with Eng- 7 
land , and the ſtate thereof in general. ; 


England thy day of viſitation from the Lord, hath been ex- 


when thou waſt in arſ?>eſs and cryed unto the Lord , he heardrthee, 
and delivered thee from thy eppreſſors, bur Ph bow quickly haft 
chou forgotten the loving kindneſfs'of rhe Lord, <avyt the dealings of 
thy God! Remembor the dayestHat are paſt when chon waſt in Gox- 
duge and ſlavery, and deſired freedome to-wir/ipthe £574, and the © >: 
Lcrd heard, and granted untotheethy defire, andalſs made known 

the way of his worſhip within yYBMgess.in thy Tower jinthy ſtreets 
in thy Aſſemblies hath the Zord proclaimed theway of /ife and Sal- * 
vation, by his Children and Servants , burob how haftrhou requi- * 
ted the. Lord for his' loving kindneſs! how'haft then intteated his 
Servants with priſons vhi pings, and zevilings | who bare their tes ' 
ſtimony againſt thy wickeanefs, againſt thy pride and coveromſneſs , ' 
and /dolarry, but oh how haſt chou rejeted the counſel of the Lord! - 


muſd cat the fruit ofthy own doings, nd confeſs that the Lord is juſt 
in all bis wayes, and righteons in all his juagements ,, for thou baſt 
ſinned againſt the Lord, in that thou haft not performed thy prom» 
{es,wtiich rhou-made in the day of thy d:Frefs, and therefore diftreſs 
muſt come-upon thee again, to#bring thee to remember thoſe things 
and repent, which it thou do the Lord will have mercy upon thee,and 
heal thy back: ſltdings, but if rhou do not, but continue in thy rebel- 
li:a,the' Lord will continue his judgments wpon thee, ſaorld not the 
long-ſwfferin g of the Lord tead thee to repentance, and bis gentle deal-' 
iugs with thee by correttion , cauſe thee tounderſtand that he loves” 


;ngs, but wilt go on-1n thy wickeaneſs, wharcanſt thou then expeR, 


thihkif chou continue in perſecuting the Srrvarts ofthe Zord, (6) 
' wit ) thoſethat tell thee of thy wickedneſs, thy pride and covetowſe 


thee? ſuzely nay, that will but bafien wo-and miery upon thy'oxn 
we" | C 3. Theds.” 
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| hbad; Oh whit. diy of viſitation halt thon had! how many 


was once concerning Iſrael of old ; yea they turned back andremyt- 
ed God, an4 limited the holy one of Iſrael , they remembred not his 


thy condition oh Exgl/and?. although indeed the Zord hath a rem- 
nant in thee, that do not bow their knees to Baal, nor pour ont drink- 


thou calls rroublers of thy peace, which trouble thee much, likeas E- 


thy falſe Church that paints her ſelf) would have deſtroyed,that ſo 
her falſe Prophets which feeds at her Table, might not be troubled, 


ecute his judgment in thee, andif thou ſay in thy hearc, wherefore 


England, wilt thou-not be made clean, when ſhallit oncebe ? 
Oh ! what a large profeſion hath been-madein thee , what a talk 


not pride and envy abound in thee? and hath not theſe things preat- 


kinvdled, which will devowr the bryers and thorns in one day, andin 
that day whither will you flie? and where will you leave your glory, ? 
you that have gloryed in profeſ/ing the Goſpel and Ordinances, and e- 
ven madethisa covering for your wickedneſs and abomination, who 


yaur ſelves, and to make your names great.in the earth , .is it not e- 


money, and thy Prieſts that preach for hire, havenot:they flattered 
theein thy iniquities ? havenot they cryed, Peace tothy Rulers, e> 
; ven until the finger of the Lord hath broken forth againſt them, and 
Ks - they have heen confounded ,-and wilt thou not for all this receive in- 
3 ftruttion nor correttion, but ſtill go on in thy wickedneſs and rebells- 


more and more cr#c/ty to the Servants of rhe Lord, ſurely then 
morgand more of the 3n4igngrion of the Zerd thou muſt feat; what 
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| times | 
hath the £2rd delivered thee ! 'and nowic may be faid by theshs as it 


hand, nor the day when he delivered them from the enemy : Ts not this . 


offerings to the Q ucen of heaven, and this remnant are thoſe which - 
lia troubled Iſracl, and this rem #»t that woman 7eſſabel , (I mean 

bat crouble muſt come upon them, and cheir peace muſt be broken, | 
and although feſſabel cauſea Faſt ro beproclaimed,yet God will ex- - 
come theſe things upon me? for the greatneſs of thine ;3n#quirzes are - 

thy skirts diſcovered, and thy heels made bare,for the Lord hath ſeen © 
thy adultiries,and thy weighings,thelewdveſs of thy Whoredoms,and - 
thine abominations, onthe hills, inthe fields, Woe unto thee oh + 


of Godlineſs and Chriſtianity, but alas whar isfound inthee ? doth 


ly diſpleaſed the Lord ? and for this cauſe is the anger of the Lord - 


undera pretence of /ecking the glory of God, have. ſought honour to . 


venthus oh England ? and hath not thy Prophets that divine for 


ox againſt the Lord ? whatwik thou revolt moreand more,and ſhew - 


15 ;5 


peace of thy Rxlers and the peace of thy Prieſts? And do thy Prophets, 


| 


| * FS... da Wh | Ko 5, 
isRfow become a trouble to T lia ve fu reproved ig ygater?. 
Noft*thou make him an offender that ſpeakes the traths And do- 
thoſe men that zeſtifie againſt thy wickedneſs, break thy peace, the 
that devine for money, & Prieſts that preach for hive, do.they tell chee, . 
that ir would'be a happineſs'to thee, ifthou wereridd of thaſemen; 
that reprove thee for thy wickedneſs?do notthey evenchusjoh Erg- 
land? Aud do not many of thy People think and ay the ſame ? what . 
would it be thy happizeſs to fin without reproof? ſurely,nay ;for sf - _ 
once they whoſe ſouls are vexed with thy filthy converſation,were dri- 
ven out of thee; then-would'thy mifer yycome, 8 the Lord would make - 
thee deſolate,even'like Sodow,& Gomprrah,which was overthrown, 
for an example of his righreoms judgments unto all that-would not 
receive inſtruftionn ' - © - I 
Oh how is thy Silver become droſſe ! And thy /zberty become -- 
bondage !' Oh how art thou gone backward,and not Noa ? even 
doating upon thy old 7do#r.,” and 'not content that they ſhould 
worſhip them thar have ſer their minds thereupon -4 but: thou 
wouldeſt alſo, compel that remnant inthee, that are followers of 
the Lambe, for whoſe ſake the Lord hath long [pared vhee, -and yer 4 
thou arr ſo fooliſh,ind unwiſe, ( asmuch as in thee lyeth ) ta haſten. *' _# 
on thy own diſtruttion , what may, wickedneſs be :ofleratedin thee, 
and not bereproved ? Isthisthe /iberty that thou now ſeeks after? * 
Wouldeſt thou have wickedneſs eſtabliſhed by a Law,and the repro-. - 
vers thereof tobe condemned ? Is it not even thus withinthy boy. - 
ders, and yet for all this thon wilt l:zau pon the Lord, and ſay,u * 
not he amongſt 1, no evil can come unto? and cry peace, peace, 
even till diſtraftion come upon thee fromthe Lord : Oh howoften. ; 
haththe Lord invited thee! and even with his /ove ſought to draw 
thee unto himſelf, bxt thox haſt refuſed his loving tnvitation , _ 
and greived%;s holy Spirit from time to time: ſothatif the Lord 
ſay, as he once ſaid, concerning Ephraim, itis but juſt; . England ' 
» joyned to Idols, letit aloxe.” and then deſolation and miſery will. 
come upon it, when I would comfort my heart againſt ſorrow, it + 
iseven faint within me,to.confider what-warnings,from time totime - 
haſt thou had, and this thou haſt, and dof account thy trouble, - 
but greater trouble ſhalt come npon thee from the Zord, except 
thou repent : Oh how haſt thou ehoſen thy own waies and followed 
thy. own Connuſcls, and woutd have MHinifters of thy own waking, DE 
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do thy er thy. 
and ſuch like?. 


ret; and go onin thy Rebellron, thou wilt be moſt #»happy and- 
wiſerable , evenrhe worſt of the Ngteors.: and thereforeitis.my- 
defire'1n the bowtls of love, as being one of thy [uhabitants, who- 
wiſherh-thy welfare, .and happineſs , that thou, mayeſtſeriouſly : 
meditate upon the dealings of God with thee, and upon his /oviag.. 
Y kindneſs which bath been, and yer is rexdered unto tliee; and that : 
2 chou mayeſtreturn tothe Lord,is rhe earneſt defice of fiy;/ov/. - leſt + 
p -be\fait ro. thee, as Chriſt once ſaid to. Zeruſalem, -Q. England; + 
E: Eryluwd, thou hat killeſf the. Prophets ,. and fioneſt themthat are". 
W ſent untether \ how often would [ have gatheredthy. Children together, + 
| ai 'a Hengathertth her Chickens under her wings, but you wonld nor? 
Ob that thou hadft known tu this thy daythe things that belong: to thy 
peace, butt now they are hid from thine eyes. \ als 29722554 4 
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By way of Conf deration, © 
Pens, whey er = uy be the Minaſtersb 


Kenton. nee,. | ith; r by 1 'yths: oratiy. other way w nr Fs E | 7; TH | 
invenced to uphold rhiar Miniſtry, beany way da: 18e" 01 whe Mt 
to. deſtroy the Goſpel of. Chriſt, Gs, 5, ES” 
With a Serious Meditation upon the dealings | 
Englaxad., and the Staterhercof i in general 


Who i@ wiſe, and he foal underſtand theſ; thin 
. ſhalt hnow them: 'forthe WAayes of the. 7 OS , endl 
Bll, hats, ere realerefor hell th a, ok, 
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V V hich are ealled Miniſters of} - 
Goſpel , weighed in the ballance'of Equity”: x 


Hen] began'te conſider of hings. and 
| weighed: themin tlie ballad of Equity and 
#/ 4 Truth; "my ſoul within me-was} ho Ls 5: 

Z>f £0 hear the cry-amonglt the Pegpl E ot 6p. 

T3 ® LEI ing the Afiniſters and the Goſpel, {e Y. 
| this 1s a Idnifter of the Goſpel, anoth 
ind while] was meditating on theſethings, the Lord 

1 made Heaven and Earth,by hisSpiritſai&unro'me, 


in my ballance of Equity, compare them wich my- Serv. 
Minrfters.in former ages, and ſee whether achey beint): erty 
Prattiſe, ard Duftriwe, agreenble to-tay: Servants; which irthey, 
| be not, let the People underſtand and: know thereof, tha ſo ma-;. 
| ny as defires after the way of life; and ſalvation, wad, bay | 
in: #5 * no longer, and the reſt may beleft withonr excuſe,.: TENN, | 

Then 1 began to conſider how the. Miniſters and\Servan 
the Lord. were ſent forth in-former ages}, wherhWth y. 
ſent roche Schools rolearn ;:that they-mighr be firted todaruhi "©27 LO0Y 
ates work, 'or:berhis Minifters ; 4891 cobld not or I che mort 
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== Boethey who areccommonlyicalled the Minty: of the Gef= 1.5 

pm Zn7land, arc ſentto the Schools to leatn the Tongggs,and: |; 
4 #459; ,and that they fay ficsthem to be Miniſters of Chrift, 

b. 7, tict mnahy;Tongues and, Lavgvages came in fince.tranſpyeſſi- 

io : - * ON,Aan 


mand thejuaice of God was executed upon them, who thought . Fi 6 
=. to makethemſelvesa Name, and build a Tower whoſe top might 3 
--. reachunto heaven; andnow thofe men called Min;fers, glory 
WE >. 1a.chetr Tongaet and Laugnages. Do they not glory when they | 
12348 ſay heisanable Miniſter, he hath the Tongues? here the Tongner -&.. 
= makes chem able;- (as they ſay ) here they take the glory trom i: 
"Hi og Chriſt, ard aſcrbes it tothe Tongues, which T7 ongues Chriſt re- 
8: deems outof,, "and ſothey glory in that which Chriſt \redecins 
[= --ou7 of ; which glory the Lord God of Heaven and Eartfr will 
= Rain, and ſhante and confuſion ſhall come uponthery. 


by 3D QbjcR: But ſayes Phe People, they may be Miniſtersof Chriſt,! v1 ; - 
=. Thoarb thy learnthe Tongues, was wot Paul a Miniſter of Chriſt, [£74 
=. Artdw#s wet he brou 7 bt wp at itheifret'of Gamaliel? and had nor | 

"thr Apoſtles the pift of Tongues ? © ET Vs 

Er» 1u/w: Yea, Pant wasa Miniſter of Chrift , butthebringing' © ® F* 
Be 23.4.0p3atrhe feerof. Gamalicl, did not. make him a Minifer of 3. 


be 22, GOhift ibapparent:, for afrer thar the perſecurcd-the Church of: 4 
>. Gaiunfnlfecbrtme as: te Lord met wich him, and called him by: * 


» 62S 


/-. His.prace,: tobea Minifterand a Witneſs for hisName. Ther if 0 
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it Bethe Lords work, tocall andmakeMznifere, then thoſe men;. #F'= 
- *Whebelieveor think, that Tongues of” Lauguages can make 'Mzs-" 0-4 
> wer of Chat, qreinanctror, and areiignorant ofthe powrr BY 
zZ-  *oB andaſcritechar co the7ongnrsand:Lavgnages( which) "13 

=: arthe beſtare but a gifr) whichis only due to1God;, though we! + 4 
=. - daxocforbid to ſpeak with Ton gms, > DT, NQIFF. © F: 
E  . $Objecti'iBuirher they ay, you miſtake us, we av wot aſoribe'* 

8 thegtory tothe Tonguts, we uſe them bat as ammans. 
= 4/.Butjifyou uſe that asa means, after ſucha manner as God \. 
#7 x16 FM REIN = 024 v2 x x EL. > Shs, fie 6 n £4 never tie : 


TC 

239 wu — IT 

2 AE Ne. 
ET. +21. * 85-4 : . 

BED E: Fa... þ 8. 


ap; 


” = oo 
g-% 


$3. $L WL 
Y oy 4 . & 


4 4 I, 


= 


uy - nat a 
pd OR 


3, 27 _- 
* } *\ ” J 
Tr y P . x 
h 2 = P-3 {- 
s £ OS . 
N ' Tm 
{1.34 Is 
as "ow - 
: FOND j 
a ” 
—_ pe » v- 
4 
> 


s 


in. former ages, whom. he will e .due'with his powerfr 
high, thac will glorifie him forever; © 2 en 
"But further,when 1 beganto confider the lifeand pra 
F:* thofe men,whecher ir mighr nor be agreeable ro the life and; 
F Rice of the H43niters of Chriſt . arid when] had confi ned thin.” 
1 hife.of the Prophets,ot the Zora, and Miniſters of Chriſt ew 
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3 7 wet Por men, ang-mekmen, juff and ſober, andwete tis fork nl. 
” Wn be called 9 ' -aGr bave the'chiefeſt placeinthe A ſeas Utiacs 
F. "4 < FL *Z-- = 4 . F 20 big PET 
j tes. norfand pray inthe Synagoones , for the Sefiber ends 

. . , . ' : 1-2 + 9.ca17 4 < Toon bein SIS 
Phariſees did ſo, which was apainſt Chrift; which Chriſter 7 
- tdwoeagainſ, and when I had dilipently conſidered wiv EE 
| ter, I found them'( to. wit )thoſe pretended Mirnifterrot ths 5 
' , Cafpel, inthe ſteps and praiſe of the fa!/z Prophets, preaghh , 
for hire, and divining for. y$ouey, and more unjult oh Hl ve Y KEE bas 
I read that the falſe Prophets. were in formerages, in tiling EN TIILEN 
ax 3 . ( ti hi hs * d 4 6 H +1 - PR, 4 Ta 15 : NM 
'þ to priſon, and ſpoiling their goods; and intHeſtepFoftheWhaben 7 
” To and Phariſees which is afore mentioned , and whe LV chems:5,;1 

ſo clean contrary in their za/, /ife,and pratti/e x6 thewaly li 

ofGod, my heart began to 'pirty the people; vt report Ry; 
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> $15: made free e from! fin Sth REY 
of 1g tight th Ns 5 man that o0 
-».:* not. Che ateruelight? who fat 1s 2 gt CTITLINTY 
FP . World, jo nhoſerverfolloweth me ſhould not abide in darkneſs, "60 
£5 S but ſh alt bave the tightrof life, but do not chey ay that eve: y | 1 

© -. "thanis not lighted ,exceptitbe with a natural & A created li Thr. | 
the 4 o/tl; faid;rhe grace of God that brings [alvation hath ap- | 

| po _- pes-to all men, but is not their Dorine,thar it hath appeare 
— but to: ſome men? 

bi ;* And whenTbegan to weigh-theſe Dorines of cheirs, in the 

"9% Fo x cos Efound them very unſound and comrary tothe | 
WIE Sorepeures, and then came into my mind that ſeying of Chef, © 
= By their fraits ye ſpall know them, or, every tree © kn»py by its 
>, fraits 5 men do not gather grapes of tharmes, nor fig gs of thiftles | 
- "FI «and: when T had thus ES the ſtate of the tolerated Min 
x * « ftes,orpretended Miniſters of the Goſpel im England and found | 
+ them clearcontrary to Chriſt & bis Apoſles,in theſe and many | 
2 6 '* + © Fryorechings which Imight mention, chen Iſawit was the Lords 
$5 -'Fiph eou#judgments upon them to {trip them naked and bare, 
KRajntheirglory,; for as much as they.have ſonght honour 
2 Fe: -rt6themſelves, and bave diſhonoured- the Lord God of Heaven | 

| ©and arch, who is now riſen in his power, which they have de- 

[ | Pc ba: -nyed,, and i in effetrhey have ſaid, hisarme is ſhorcned that it 
EX”: "gene ot ve (as informer ages.) and revelations is ceaſed, and 
pr expetted no. more, and ſo theday hath been darkgver' | 
then 2nd there hath been no viſion; and where there is molvi- | 

6. gh=g the peopha:perifh : and for this cluſe will the Lord Godlet 
th -S them know the revelation of his righteous judgments, which 
©. ſhall ſhortly come upon them, though they would putiv/faria- 
way, and though they cry peace peace, yet ſhall ſudden, deſFraltie 
= on come barh upon: them; 8 all that willingly doe apholid chem. 
"Ha CO : "And: then I began to conſider upon the fer/ed orrather forced 
3 he: *. emmtianerce, which as itappears doth uphoid them, whether _ | 
F "x0 blir a reſtimnoncy againſt it, beany way dangerous to deſtroy. : 
> - po | © Aug yea or nay? and when] had con{idered well 
£ 7 ro thr ter ; Lcould nat ſee nor And, chat Chriſt had laid 
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Friel - tabs riders. cs ag 
livs;0 fa 4; her FEth tO. 
notth; for ON «page iagh TE 
power of Ep #0 Dy ita g's -ſunh ol 
not 'to-make: the: CN  enkink ano 
men which are called: Ainiſters s 'ofthe . anc ry y. If. | 
ftrive: to make that which they call Goſpel & ha a eable,. and 
nor only tothem, who receivetheirdoQrine-, bu alſads 
who deny ir; Which! is « moſt parghreany $thin wr 

Z more unrighreous than that one Congre 07, OT 
Fd .. people, "ſhould be fgrced by a Congregvin rain the 
/ and weeting placeof another Church,: or dew ty: 
clean contrary the oxe to the orherin their Jadg 
appetraining'to the worſbi LENS and if it 
ouſneſs. inthe oxe, is it-not ſointheother 7 
ferve, or 1 leaſt they fay, the way which cepin 
way of God, AN 
ObjeR.. Bur If it could be certainlyjudged: 
in the'right way, might not they that areanthe 299 
- peh, and force them that are wot, to aaa 
Anſw. Nay, he that is1n the righr-way,muſt _ 
' be dane «nto,and that is juſtand cn 
. the Law of "Chriſt; now ifthou would eft iy 
1ainthe Miniſter of an«fſemblychat diferah® | 
ment, thenthou muſt not deſire, much. ies rce-ainantea 
from them-,_ bur if chou keep. « flock; ear the ag be flo 
thou plant. a Vinyatd, eat .the fret th rk; he 
plants avinyard, ny of the fruit theravf rs. 
thou may eat of hat thou haſt nat —. for ha 
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convince men, Or convert them unto! 

to devour them , would rather: ſet- mens he againſt: | 
and thatway which hou doſt profeſſe; -1 adit ho res * 

reſpe& to beara Teſtimony yy es "thes,, . racy others 


Maintenance, 0 maintain Mimifte 


7” wh Ri fon. hog Att pt wiper yet hard -heartcd \& 
= , : Paoowog vary pay-of maintain thofe men, ;that they haven not 
3. > : profired by; when | Conſider this thin itappeareth ro me;to be 
; Preatey' eoveronſmeſ's in thoſe men called 24inifers, to deſire 
- *rOhave a maintenance from thoſe people,. that have wor pro- 
. Ped by: them, than 1t is for the other todetain it; And ay for 
"Preaching going down, and people becoming -Heathens . ' this 
 Ifay; that Preaching *which is prounded upon :covetouſneſs, 
 ter' it po Hown, let their" Preaching go down , for they rather 
- keep people in 'heatheniſme, then bring .any tothe true know- 
| Teage of God, who themſelves dare not truſt God for: their 
Maintenance after which thinzs the Gentiles ſeek, 

: - Obje&. But though thoſe learned men have been Covetous 
= and. proud , and mide an evil uſe of their maintenance * 
2 nevertheleſs: tit not convenient, that the law remain which 
by compelleth men to pay to the Minifters, for peradvent ure Gid 
E th way raiſe better men in their places, a gifted men,and ſuch like. 
be Anſw:. Let the Law of Chriſt remain, let himthat preatheth 
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